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The Franciscan Friars of the Custody of the Holy Land have always diligently cared for the heritage 
entrusted to them, especially for artifacts discovered during excavations in the Holy Places. 
The original museum was founded in 1902 at St. Saviour’s Monastery, and enlarged in 1923-1924. 
It was reopened in 1931 in a new building erected near the Sanctuary of the Flagellation. Fully reno-
vated in 1982 as Museum of the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum, the Museum is given presently 
(2018) a new life as a collection specialized on the Archaeology of the Holy Places. At the Museum 
entrance is a latin epigraph from the 1924 event (above).

This Museum

set up in 1902

enlarged in 1923

was completed  

under propitious auspices

on August, 10th 1924
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Main entrance to the Museum
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Sarcophagus bearing a sculpted 
myrtle wreath on the lid.
1st Cent. A.D. 
Hard limestone,
From: Dominus Flevit (Mount 
of Olives, Jerusalem)
Cat. nr.: SF0800, SB-02066

Cusader architectural fragment 
bearing Christ as Agnus Dei (Lamb 
of God) with nimbus and processional 
cross.
XII cent. A.D.
White marble.
Found in Jerusalem, area of 
St. Mary-the-Great.
In Museum Collection, since 1903.
Cat. nr.: SF1085 (SB-12823). 

SBF Archaeological collections
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Archaeological Remains in The Area of the Museum
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Archaeological Remains in The Area of the Museum
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Byzantine balaustrade (pluteus) 
bearing a large cross (5th-6th Cent. A.D.)
Limestone. SBF Museum collections: 
Cat. nr. SB-09442

The Studium Biblicum Franciscanum of Jerusalem (SBF) is the Faculty of Biblical 
Sciences and Archaeology of the Pontificia Universitas Antonianum in Rome. In 
1901, the Franciscan Custody of the Holy Land began planning a center for biblical 
studies in Jerusalem and these plans led to the establishment of the SBF in 1924. 
Located in Jerusalem’s Old City, the SBF offers degree and non-degree programs 
of studies in biblical interpretation and in archaeology. Associated with the SBF is 
the Studium Theologicum Jerosolymitanum, the Custody of the Holy Land’s school 
of theology.
While the SBF supports research and publication in all areas of biblical studies, 
a particular focus has been on the archaeological excavation of sites associated 
with the New Testament and early Christianity in the Middle East. The SBF also 
carries of the tradition of the Franciscans who have helped write the history 
of the Christian shrines and places of pilgrimage in the Middle East through 
archaeological excavation and the study of Jewish and Christian literary sources 
including pilgrims’ diaries. Among the sites that have been excavated by the SBF 
are Bethany, Bethlehem, Bethphage, Cana, Capernaum, Ein Karem, Emmaus 
(el-Qubeibeh), the Herodion, Machaerus, Magdala, Nazareth, Mt. Nebo, Tabgha, 
and Mt. Tabor. In Jerusalem, the SBF has sponsored excavations at the Mt. of 
the Ascension, Gethsemane, the Holy Sepulchre, the Tomb of Mary and Dominus 
Flevit. 

Group of SBF Professors and 
Students at the resumption of courses 
in 1951.
SBF staff seated, from left to right:
Stefano Paparelli, Paulin Lemaire, 
Donato Baldi, Pascal Ostertag, 
Sylvester Saller, Bellarmino Bagatti, 
Dalmazio Colombo.

1. Archaeology in the Holy Places (Intro)

Section 1 of Terra Sancta Museum 
SBF Archaeological Collections  

will be completed  
in the next few years.
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2. The New Testament Times

All objects from Section 2 (The New 
Testament Times) are from 1st Cent. 
B.C. to beginning of 2nd Cent. A.D.

1. Corinthian capital
White limestone (from Herod’s family 
tomb area, Jerusalem). SBF Museum 
collections: Cat. nr. SF1270; SB-09459

2. Corinthian capital
White limestone (from Herodium 
palace-fortress peristyle; Corbo 
excavations, 1964-1967). Cat. nr. 
SF7559-60; SB-01384

1

2
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2. The New Testament Times
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2. The New Testament Times

Herodian cities and palaces
1. The pagan temples in Paneas 
(Caesarea Philippi)
2. Machaerus fortress in Perea 
3. The palace in Upper Herodium near 
Bethlehem
4. The podium of the temple of 
Augustus in Caesarea 
5. The Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
(Robinson Arch)

1

2

3

4 5
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2. The New Testament Times

Herodium
1. Architectural decorations. Plaster 
(thermal baths)
2. Architectural roof decorations. Plaster 
(thermal baths)
3. Painted wall fragments with Greek 
inscriptions. Plaster (thermal baths)
4. Ionic frieze. Plaster (thermal baths)
5. Ostrakon. Terracotta. Hebrew 
inscription bearing Herod’s name
6. Ostrakon. Terracotta. Hebrew 
alphabet (from the rebels furnace)
7. Ostrakon. Terracotta. Cursive Greek, 
praise
8. Buckle or Stud (soldier decoration). 
Copper alloy
9. Small altar. Limestone
10. Terra sigillata plates. Imported fine 
pottery
11. Small mortars and pestles. Hard 
pinkish stone
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Herodium - The revolts
1. Plates. Wood
2. Bowls. Wood
3. Trilobate arrowheads. Iron
4. Coins of the wine/palm type, Bar 
Kokhba revolt, second year: 133-134 
A.D. (selected from a hoard of almost a 
thousand coins). Copper
5. Ancient seeds

2. The New Testament Times
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Machaerus
1. Terra sigillata juglet (imported fine 
pottery)
2. Nabataean plate and cup (fragments 
(fine paintede pottery)
3. Bowl (fragment). Glass
4. Juglet, unguentarium and bowl. 
Terracotta
5. Ink pot. Hard stone
6. Ostrakon. Terracotta, with Hebrew 
inscription
7. Hellenistic oil lamp. Mold-made 
terracotta
8. Herodian oil lamp. Wheel-made 
terracotta
9. Alexandrina game piece and spindle 
whorl. Ivory

Machaerus. The Herodian Phase

2. The New Testament Times

The roman way of counting with fingers

10. Hair pins and spatula. Bone
11. Spatula. Bronze
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

At the entrance:
Late Hellenistic Doric frieze, triglyph 
and metope with laurel wreath. 2nd-1st 
Cent. B.C. Sandstone

All items displayed in room 2.6 
(Daily Life at the Time of Jesus) 
belong to the Museum Collections 
and were collected in the Holy Land. 
Items found in excavations are 
pointed out as such. 
The date of all objects is generally 
comprised between 1st Cent. B.C 
and the beginning of 2nd Cent. A.D. 
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Amphoras. Terracotta

Below:
2. Cooking pots and vessels. Terracotta
3. Strainer. Terracotta
4. Small jars and jugs. Terracotta
5. Mortar and pestle. Basalt
6. Mortar. Basalt

Left:
7. Mortar. Basalt
8. Circular grindstone. Granite
9. Amphoras. Terracotta
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

Below:
1. Bowls. Terracotta
2. Deep crater. Terracotta
3. Small bowl. Terracotta
4. Drinking cups. Terracotta
5. Juglet and cup. Terracotta
6. Nabatean plate. Terracotta, painted decoration
7. Terra sigillata plate. Cups and bowls. 
Terracotta
8. Juglet. Glass
9. Megara cup. Terracotta with relief decoration
10. Terra sigillata juglet. Terracotta
11. Plates and unguentarium. Glass (from 
Capharnaum)

Inside the dark area:
Rectangular grindstone. Basalt stone (from 
Herodium excavations)
Jars of various kind and epoch from the 
Museum Collections
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Decorated ossuary with gabled lid
carved. Soft limestone (from Mount of 
Olives area)
2. decorated ossuary with flat lid
unfinished, red painted and carved. 
Soft limestone
3. Decorated ossuary with gabled lid
yellow painted and carved. Soft 
limestone
4. Ossuary bearing Greek and Hebrew 
inscription: “Eismael - Ishmael” (detail 
of the inscription below). Soft limestone
5. Small ossuary in the shape of a 
wooden chest. Soft limestone
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. guttus (lamp filler). Wheel-made 
terracotta
2. Hellenistic oil lamp. Mold-made 
terracotta
3 Herodian oil lamp. Wheel-made 
terracotta
4. guttus (lamp filler). Wheel-mode 
terracotta (from Jerusalem area)
5 Undecorated Herodian oil lamp. 
Wheel-made terracotta
6. Herodian oil lamp with two wick 
holes. Wheel-made terracotta
7. Darom oil lamp. Mold~made, 
decorated terracotta
8. Roman disk oil lamp, with disk 
intentionally broken. Mold-made, 
decorated terracotta
9. Roman disk oil lamp. Mold-made 
terracotta (from Dominus Flevit, Mount 
of Olives, Jerusalem)
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Clothes pin, hair pins, spatula,
mirrors. Bronze
2. Spoon, unguentaria, balsamaria, 
toilet bottles, stick, bowl. Glass
3. Unguentaria. Glass
4. Unguentarium. Alabaster
5. Oil cruets (Iekythoi). Terracofta
6. Alabastra (unguentaria). Terracotta
7. Small toilet vessels. Terracotta
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Necklace and earring bearing a 
cameo of Eros holding a torch. Gold, 
chalcedony
2. Ring bearing a seal of Mars ultor. 
Gold, sardonyx
3. Stamps and pendant (game?). 
Carved ematite
4. Architectural relief bearing Nabatean 
zodiac. Limestone (from the Nabatean 
temple of Khirbet At-Tannur, Jordan)
5. Female deity head. Basalt
6. Leaf wreath with two tabulae ansatae 
bearing Greek inscriptions: “Good luck 
to the newly-wed“. Gold (from Gaza)
7. Earring with pendant. Gold, onyx
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Stone basin. Soft limestone (from 
Herodium)
2. Finished and unfinished stone 
vessels. Soft limestone
3. Foot and rim from large stone jars. 
Soft limestone (the rim is from Nazaret)

Stone furniture and vessels.
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1. Axes and nails. Iron, wood (from 
Capharnaum)
2. Net weights lead (from "Peter's 
House" in Capharnaum)
3. Fish hooks. Bronze
4. Flask. Terracotta
5. Ink pots (alabaster, terracotta) and 
papyrus fragments.
6. Loom weights, spindle whorls and
linen threads. Terracotta, stone, glass, 
bone
7. Sling bullets. Lead
8. Stamp of the tenth legion with 
symbols (battleship and a wild boar)
9. Gaming dice. Engraved ivory
10. Arrowheads. Bronze, iron
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus

1-2. Small local coins. Bronze
3. Denarius of Augustus. Silver coin
4. Shekel of Tyre. Silver
5. Bronze weight bearing a dolphin and 
the inscription “half mina”
6. Coin mold and melted string.
Limestone, bronze
7. Lever scale. Bronze
8. Decorated and inscribed scale 
weights. Bronze, lead
9. Scale weight mold and 
corresponding stamped weights. 
Basalt, lead
10. Marked and unmarked scale 
weights. Lead
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus
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2.6  Daily life at the time of Jesus
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3. Monastic Movement

Byzantine capital decorated with a 
cross. 6th Cent. A.D. Limestone

Rigth. Map of the Monasteries in 
the region around Jerusalem and 
Bethlehem, The Jordan River and Mt. 
Nebo (Siyagha).

Items fron excavations conducted by 
V. Corbo (1951-52, 1964-67) in the 
monasteries of the region around 
Bethlehem: Siyar el-Ghanam, Khirbet el 
Johdom, Bir el-Qutt, Herodium
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Siyar el-Ghanam (4th-8th Cent. A.D.)
Shepherds’ Field
1. Lid. Terracotta
2. Decorated vessel. Carved greiss-
schist stone
3. Jug lets, stoppers and cups. 
Terracotta
4. Pottery fragments with Greek 
inscriptions. The carved one reads: 
“Give [your] grace…”.  Terracotta
5. Juglet fragment. Glass
6. Carved ring with horseman spearing 
a dragon. Bronze
7. Ring with missing stone. Gold
8. Oil lamps and unguentarium.
Terracotta. 
9. Wall mosaic fragments. Stone, glass 
tesserae on plaster
10. Cube bearing symbols as Salomon 
knot. Red painted reddish stone

The appearance of our box was 
probably similar to this ivory casket 
from Cordoba (Spain). 10th Cent. A.D.

General plan of the monastery at Siyar 
el-Ghanam. 5th-9th cent. A.D. After 
Corbo’s excavations (1951-1953).  
1: Church; 2: Oven; 3: Oil press; 4. Wine 
press; 5: Stables; 6: Cistern; 7: Tunnels.

3.1  Monastic Movement in the region of Bethlehem

11. Rigth: Elements of a decorated 
wooden box or furniture. Carved bone 
(recomposed under the glass)

1

3

4

5

2
7

6
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3.1  Monastic Movement in the region of Bethlehem

Hanging from above:
Polycandelon. Bronze  
(SBF collections - 6th-7th Cent. A.D.)

Khirbet el-Juhdum (6th-8th Cent. A.D.)

Herodium monastery (6th-7th Cent. 
A.D.)
1. Cups, bowls and jug. Terracotta
2. Byzantine graffito on plastered wall, 
with a Christian invocation: “May endure 
the name of Cyrus the consoler and of 

Among many others scratched on the 
tepidarium wall was the prayer: “O Lord, 
remember those who have sacrificed 
their houses and have come up here”.

Remains of the monastery installed 
inside the ruins of ancient Herodion

his servant Anatolius. Making votes for 
the health of him and all those who love 
him. One God.”  (recovered from the 
thermal baths area)

A simple sketch of the ruins of the 
monastery at Khirbet el-Juhdum. 
Explored by Corbo in 1954

Funerary stele. Limestone (6th-7th 
Cent. A.D.)
front: Low relief with depiction of two 
peacocks facing the Cross.
back: Greek inscription with prayer: 
O Lord Jesus Christ have mercy on 
the humble Elias and give rest to your 
servant Theodolus among the saints “
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3.1  Monastic Movement in the region of Bethlehem

Bir el-Qutt  (5th-8th Cent. A.D.)
Georgian Monastery of St. Theodore
1. Jug and unguentarium. Terracotta
2. Small basin. Terracotta
3. Early Arab decorated oil-lamp. Mold-
made terracotta.
4. Unguentarlum. Glass
5. Red painted basin fragment. 
Terracotta
6. Top of small pillar. Marble

7. Mosaic inscription in Georgian with
names of Georgian dignitaries: Bakur, 
Ormizd, Maruan and Burzn. 5th Cent. 
A.D. (from the hallway of the courtyard)
8. Mosaic dedicatory inscription in 
Georgian language with prayer to St. 
Theodore: “With the help of Christ and 
the intercession of St. Theodore, have 
mercy of Abbot Anthony and of Joshua 
the founder/maker of this mosaic, as 
well as of his father and his mother. 
Amen”. 6th Cent. A.D. (from the 
refectory)
9. Byzantine column capital decorated 
with floral motifs (6th Cent. A.D.). 
Limestone 

Plan of the Georgian monastery at 
Bir el-Qutt excavated by V. Corbo in 
1952-1953. 1: Church; 2: Tombs; 3: 
Courtyard; 4. Refectory; 5: Kitchen; 6: 
Oil and Wine Presses; 7: Stables.

1

4 5 6

3

2
7
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3.2  Mount Nebo

Archaeological finds from Siyagha
The Memorial of Moses
1. Small idol and miniature oil lamp. 
Bronze (Roman period)
2. Fragment of table with lion leg. 
Alabaster (Roman period)
3 Fragments of amphoras with red 
painted inscriptions. Terracotta 
(Byzantine period)

4. Stamped plates fragments with human 
images. Terra sigillata (Byzantine period)
5. Pilgrim’s flask. Terracotta (Byzantine 
period)
6. Reliquary lid. Carved polished white 
marble (Byzantine period)
7. Chalice. Glass (Byzantine period)
8. Polycandelon cup. Glass (Byzantine 
period)

9. Squared plate. White marble 
(Byzantine period)
10. Decorated vessel and oil lamp or 
censer. Carved polished greiss-schist 
stone (Byzantine period)
11. Oil fueled flambeau. Wheel-made 
terracotta (Byzantine period)
12. Polycandelon fragments. Terracotta 
(Byzantine period)

General plan of the Memorial of Moses 
on Mount Nebo, Siyagha, and the 
Byzantine - Early Arab monastery 
around it. 1: Cella Trichora; 2: Basilica; 
3: Diaconicon-Baptistery (531 AD); 
4. Baptistery (597 AD); 5: Theotocos 
Chapel; 6: Atrium; 7: Central part of the 
monastery.

13. Terracotta applique depicting the 
face of a monk. Terracotta (Byzantine - 
Early Arab period)

1
4

5

6

3
2 7
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Rigth: A Byzantine column capital 
decorated with doves. Soft limestone. 
Mount Nebo, Jordan. From the 
excavations at Siyagha (1933-1937), 

1

2

3.2  Mount Nebo

Khirbet el-Mukhayyat 
The City of Nebo
1. Necklace grains. Colored stones 
(Iron age)
2. Fragment of a Moabite inscription. 
Terracotta (Iron age)
3. Spindle whorl. Bone (Iron age)
4. Bird. Carved bone (Iron age)

2. “… to your witnesses (forever) he did 
not say …”

1. “Keep this epitaph in your heart.  
To Athananas with favor.  
Even though you have departed from 
this life, you shall nevertheless flourish 
in life even more so.  
For (God) has given you power.  
And now your wife from Baghdad 
hopes to find favor in your sight 
always... in your cup as a portion two-
hundred fold.  
For him (Moses) you established a 
Sanctuary, just as you … a Temple for 
yourself, my God.  
His (obedience) to the words of your 
mouth, o Prophet ... in your hand (for 
the) people forever (words) in your ears 
(forever) …”

Left: Fragments of two inscriptions  
in the Samaritan script (from Siyagha 
excavations, 4th-5th Cent. A.D.). White 
marble

5. Seal with musicians procession. 
Polished, engraved stone (Iron age)
6. Oil lamps and censer (Iron age)
7. Amphoriskoi (Iron age)
8. A horse and two female figurines. 
Hand-made baked clay (Iron age)

9. Herodian oil lamps. Wheel-made
10. Byzantine oil lamp and chalice
11. Byzantine censer and oil lamps 
fragments
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Byzantine column capital (6th Cent. 
A.D.). Marble
Sarcophagus lid (end 4th - early 5th 
Cent. A.D.). Lead

Behind this wall we are working  
for sections 1 and 4 of 
Terra Sancta Museum  

SBF Archaeological Collections.

4.1  Christian Artifacts

Stones with crosses in the inner 
courtyard:
Left: Funerary stele with Greek inscription. 
Dated 506 A.D. From Kerak (Jordan)
Funerary stele with Greek inscription 
reused as a weight for an oil press. 6th 
Cent. A.D. From Madaba (Jordan).

Christian funerary stele with Greek 
inscription. 8th-9th Cent. A.D. 
commemorating the builder of the 
shrine of the “Appeared Angel”. 
Jerusalem, Mount of Olives.
Rigth: Byzantine doorjamb decorated 
with cross in circle. 6th Cent. A.D.

Stone cover of a tomb decorated with 
a cross. 12th Cent. A.D. From the 
Crusader cemetery in Nazareth.
Gabled stone cover of a tomb 
decorated with elaborated crosses. 
12th Cent. A.D.

Section 1 will be dedicated to  
Archaeology in the Holy Places 
as implemented by the  
Franciscan Biblical School  
(Studium Biblicum Franciscanum). 

Section 4  is designed to 
showcase the valuable collection 
of antiquities put together in 
more than one century by the 
Franciscans of the Custody  
of the Holy Land.



32

From left to right: Sara Cibin (ATS), Giovanni Tortelli e 
Alessandro Polo (GTRF), Vincenzo Zuppardo (Technical 
Office of the CTS), 
Below: Mateusz Chorosiński (restoration), Lamparredo 
installers.

Benefactors

Ordine Equestre del Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme
Benefattori di Singapore      Marco Brunew

Francesca, Luca e Lin Yong Perfettl
Ludovico Pazzaglia      Rosanna Feloj Fumagalli

Consolato Generale d’Italia
Luigi Saltini e Famiglia      Carlo Enrico Giulini

Solidarité - Orient Werk voor het Oosten
George Nasra      Glorgio Viganò 1939- 2010

Don Luigi Giussani
Fondazione Mondo Unito      Bruna Piconi

Rotary Internatlonal - Distretto 2032
Giovanni Gasca      Clara Wong and Joseph Lee

Consulado General De España
Pierina Bonanomi e Cesare Fumagalli

Claudio Ghiro e Famiglla - Per l’unità dei Cristiani e la pace
Romeo Aspesi      Reina Tse

Maria Colombo e Alessandro Bonanomi
Padre Aparo e Genitori      Ferdinando Pasqua

Wadad Khoury and Diana Sabbagh
Adriano Pasqua      Oreste Marino

Giovannina e Vittore Cattaneo
Fondazione Gruppo Credito Valtellinese

Famiglla Guido Della Frera
Biuro Przedstawiciela Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej w Ramallah

and many others

Operators

curatorial concept and research:
Studium Biblicum Franciscanum 
 Eugenio Alliata, Gabriele Allevi 

Daniela Massara, Davide Bianchi

architectural and museum design:
Tortelli Frassoni Architetti Associati

works directed by:
Giovanni Tortelli with Alessandro Polo

construction management end contractor:
Tecnical Office of the Custody of the Holy Land

multimedia installation:
Studio Base 2

exhibit contractor:
LampArredo

restoration:
Mateusz Chorosiński   Piero Coronas   Giovanna Cassano 

Marta Cibin   Elisa Perotto   AIessandro Rocca 
Massimo Ricotta   Renato Scabin   Marcello Tranchida 

Mosaic Centre Jericho

IT system:
Informalion TechnoIogy office of the Custody of the Holy Land

safety and security system: 
Best Fix Maintenance Solutions

managing partner:
ATS pro Terra Sancta

Terra Sancta Museum Honour List


